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ABSTRACT Widespread health problems are prevalent among the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) of
India, and they tend to incline towards their age-old traditional treatment practices. The PVTGs are relatively
reluctant to accept modern bio-medical healthcare and treatment options available to them. The extent of interaction
with and the level of exposure to the non-traditional domain directly impact the extent of acceptance of modern
healthcare facilities by the tribal people. Based on the review of literature on health aspects of primitive tribal groups
of India and some other relevant literature on health issues of indigenous peoples, the author tries to find out the
disease burden among the particularly vulnerable tribal groups and perceptions of health, illness, and treatment-
seeking behaviour prevalent among them. Further, using a conceptual framework, the author also analyses and
discovers the gap in why these people are inclined towards traditional practices.
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